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Abstract 

The fisheries sector plays a crucial role in India's economy, contributing significantly to national income, employment, and foreign 

exchange. Particularly in Karnataka, marine fisheries are vital to the livelihoods of coastal communities. This study explores the socio-

economic characteristics of fisherwomen engaged in post-harvest activities in Karnataka's Uttara Kannada district. Using a purposive 

random sampling method, data were collected from 120 fisherwomen in Karwar and Ankola taluks through pretested interview schedule and 

analysed using frequencies and percentages. The results indicate that a half (50.00%) of the respondents are young and cent percent of the 

respondents belong to backward communities, 36.67 per cent of them were illiterates and more than half of the respondents studied upto 

high school. Great majority (95.83%) were married, live in nuclear families, and rely primarily on fisheries for their income. 65.00 per cent 

had medium annual income and had experience upto 10-20 years. 
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Introduction 

The fisheries sector has a significant impact on the Indian 

economy, as it contributes to the national income, generates 

employment, and earns foreign exchange. In many regions 

of the world, fish and fisheries products are considered to be 

the most affordable source of protein and a staple food for 

thousands of people. According to a study conducted by 

Rao et al. in 2016 [3], there are over 12 million individuals 

involved in fishing and approximately 60 million people 

who rely solely on fisheries for their livelihood in India. The 

coastal ecosystem of Karnataka is a diverse mix of monsoon 

wetlands, beaches, and mountains, with some reaching 

heights of up to 2000 meters. It spans along a 300-km long 

shoreline. Coastal Karnataka is home to 191 marine fishing 

villages that are spread across three districts. On average, 

each fishing village covers about 1.6 km of the coastal line. 

Karnataka, located in the southwest region of India, is 

known for having a significant population of fishers. 

According to Bhatta (2000) [1], marine fisheries play a 

significant role in coastal Karnataka. Men typically engage 

in active marine fishing, while women are responsible for

handling the catch once it lands. They have a significant 

impact on post-harvest tasks such as sorting, grading, 

cutting, peeling, drying, curing, and marketing. Women's 

participation in these activities helps to generate extra 

income for their families. Even though women participate in 

these activities, they also take care of household chores. 

However, their role is often unorganized and unrecognized, 

and they are unfortunately often regarded as poor. 

Therefore, this study was conducted to understand the socio-

economic characteristics of women engaged in post-harvest 

activities of marine fisheries. 

 

Methodology 

The study was conducted in Uttara Kannada district of 

Karnataka during the year 2023-24. Two taluks i.e., Karwar 

and Ankola were selected purposively as majority of the 

women in these taluks are involving in marine fisheries 

activities. A sample of 120 respondents were selected 

through purposive random sampling method. Data was 

collected through pretested interview schedule and analysed 

by using frequency and percentages. 
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Results and Discussion 

Age 

Table 1 shows that 50.00 per cent of the fisherwomen were 

in the young age group, 45.00 per cent were in the middle 

age group, and 5.00 per cent were in the old age group. 

Results are in line with Rabbanee et al. (2012) [2]. 

 
Table. 1: Socio economic characteristics of fisherwomen involved in marine fisheries (n=120) 

 

S. No Category Karnataka f (%) 

1 Age (Years) 

 Young (Upto 40) 60 (50.00) 

 Middle (40-60) 54 (45.00) 

 Old (Above 60) 06 (05.00) 

2 Caste 

 Forward 0 (0.00) 

 Backward 120 (100.00) 

 SC/ST 0 (0.00) 

3 Education 

 Illiterate (0) 44 (36.67) 

 Primary (1-4) 16 (13.33) 

 Middle school (5-7) 19 (15.83) 

 High school (8-10) 30 (25.00) 

 PUC (11-12) 09 (07.50) 

 Degree (13-15) 02 (01.67) 

4 Marital status 

 Married 115 (95.83) 

 Unmarried 1 (0.83) 

 Widow 2 (01.67) 

 Divorced 2 (01.67) 

5 Family type 

 Nuclear 117 (97.50) 

 Joint 03 (02.50) 

6 Family size 

 Small family size (1-4members) 65 (54.17) 

 Medium family size (5-8 members) 50 (41.67) 

 Large family size (9 and above) 05 (04.17) 

7 Type of house 

 Kaccha 23 (19.17) 

 Pucca 94 (78.33) 

 Concrete building 03 (02.50) 

8 Family occupation 

 Fisheries 114 (95.00) 

 Fisheries + wage earners 01 (0.83) 

 Fisheries + Agriculture and allied 02 (01.67) 

 Fisheries + business 03 (02.50) 

 Fisheries + services 0 (0.00) 

9 Annual Income 

 Lower income (<Rs.60,000) 36 (30.00) 

 Medium income (Rs. 60,000 to 1,20,000) 78 (65.00) 

 Higher income (>Rs. 1,20,000) 06 (05.00) 

10 Experience in fisheries 

 <10 19 (15.83) 

 10-20 49 (40.83) 

 20-30 36 (30.00) 

 30-40 14 (11.67) 

 40-50 02 (01.67) 

 

Caste 

Cent per cent of the respondents belonged to the backward 

community, specifically the Hindu Karvi and Harikantra 

communities. Since the majority of the individuals residing 

near the coastline were engaged in fishing, they all shared a 

common community. 

 

Education 

In Karnataka state, over one-third of the fisherwomen 

(36.67%) were illiterate, 25.00 per cent of the respondents 

had completed high school (8th to 10th grade) followed by 

middle school (15.83%) and primary education (13.33%). 

Few (7.50%) had completed their education up to PUC, and 

only 1.67 percent had obtained a degree. In rural areas, girls 

don't get as much schooling. They only go to high schools 

because they are close to the village; to go to college, they 

have to travel a long way, and their parents didn’t sent them 

out of the village, which is major reason and low economic 

status another factor why they only go to high school. 

Results are in line with Roy et al. (2015) [4]. 
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Marital status 

The vast majority (95.83%) of the fisherwomen were 

married, while a small percentage (1.67%) were widowed or 

divorced, and only 0.83% were unmarried. In rural 

communities, women typically marry at the early age and 

engage in income-generating activities. This is likely the 

main reason why the majority of women in the survey were 

married at young age. 

 

Family type 

The vast majority (97.50%) of the respondents stated they 

had nuclear families, whereas a small percentage (2.50%) 

reported having joint families. In recent times, due to 

shifting trends, a majority of individuals are preferring to 

reside in nuclear households. 

 

Family size 

The majority of respondents (54.74%) had small families, 

followed by medium-sized families (41.67%) and only a 

small percent (4.17%) had large families. Many parents 

prefer having two children in order to adequately provide 

for their needs, and low socioeconomic position also 

contributed to this preference. 

 

Type of house 

78.33 per cent of the respondents had pucca houses 

followed by kuccha houses (19.17%) and concrete houses 

(2.50%). 

 

Family occupation 

The vast majority (95.00%) of the respondents had fisheries 

as their sole family occupation. 02.50% had a combination 

of fisheries and business as their family occupation, 

followed by fisheries and agriculture & allied (01.67%), 

fisheries and wage earners (0.83%). None of the 

respondents had fisheries and services as their family 

occupation. The majority of the respondents rely exclusively 

on fishing as these activities play a significant role in coastal 

areas. The fact that these activities have been passed down 

through generations may be the cause for this dependence.  

 

Annual income 

Approximately 65.00% of the fisherwomen fell into the 

medium income group, earning between Rs. 60,000 and Rs. 

1,20,000. Around 30.00% belonged to the low-income 

group, earning less than Rs. 60,000, while only a small 

percentage (05.00%) belonged to the higher income group.  

 

Experience in fisheries 

Regarding experience in fisheries, 40.83% of the 

respondents had between 10 and 20 years of experience. 

30.00% had between 20 and 30 years of experience. 15.83% 

had less than 10 years of experience. Only 11.67% had 

between 30 and 40 years of experience, and a mere 01.67% 

had between 40 and 50 years of experience.  

 

Mass/social media usage 

Fig.1 revealed that vast majority (95.00%) of the 

respondents belonged to medium mass/social media 

message, 4.17 percent belonged to low level and very few 

(0.83%) belonged to high level. Most of the respondents 

using TV and mobile for entertainment purpose after 

completing fisheries and household activities. Social media 

like WhatsApp and you tube were the main apps women 

using for communication and entertainment few times they 

use these to gather the information related to fisheries. Very 

few were reading news papers as majority of them were 

illiterates and had education upto high school. 

 

 
 

Fig 1: Mass/social media usage of respondents 

 

Conclusion 

The study sheds light on the socio-economic characteristics 

of fisherwomen involved in marine fisheries in Karnataka, 

revealing significant insights into their demographics, 

education, marital status, family structure, and economic 

activities. The findings show that despite their crucial role in 

post-harvest activities, these women face challenges such as 

low literacy rates, limited income, and lack of formal 

recognition. Most of the fisherwomen belong to the 

backward community and reside in nuclear families, with 

fisheries being the primary source of income. The study 

underscores the importance of acknowledging and 

organizing the contributions of fisherwomen to improve 

their socio-economic status and overall livelihood. Future 

policies should focus on enhancing educational 

opportunities, providing financial support, and recognizing 

the pivotal role of women in the fisheries sector to ensure 

sustainable development and gender equality in coastal 

Karnataka. 
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