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Abstract

The aim of the study was to assess the level of awareness of the PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi program and its relationship to the socioeconomic
and personal factors selected for the study. The Uttar Pradesh district of Kanpur Dehat is the subject of the research. Eleven blocks make up
the Kanpur Dehat district. Out of a total of 10 blocks, two were purposefully picked. 120 PM-Kisan participants were chosen as a sample for
the study's goals. By visiting the respondents' farms and residences, the information was acquired utilizing the personal interviewing
approach. The data were analyzed using correlation analysis, frequency distribution, arithmetic mean, and standard deviation. The survey
found that the majority of respondents (58.33 percent) had extensive knowledge of the PM-Kisan system. Age, family size, agricultural
experience, and other four independent factors were discovered to be positively associated at the 1% level of significance. However, at a 5%

level of significance, there is a positive correlation between variable yearly income and awareness level.
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Introduction

Agriculture is the foundation of the Indian economy. This is
the primary source of income for families that are Indian.
Farmers in India reportedly work day and night to feed more
than 1.405 billion people, according to the NSSO-Periodic
Labour Force Survey, 2022. Agriculture has always been
the simplest way to feed a family. Since India's
independence, there have been problems with financing
agriculture that have affected the whole country. India's
institutionalized system for funding agriculture was also
weak. In the years that followed independence, the
government reinforced the institutional credit framework of
the country via a variety of efforts, which caused the base
and sources of agricultural credit to steadily increase. Since
the early 1990s, farmer despair and suicides have
significantly grown in India, where agriculture is presently
experiencing immense challenges. In any event, these
programs are still in existence to help the federal
government reach its stated objectives (Sonika, 2020) [,
Numerous programs for providing financial help to small
and marginal farmers were occasionally undertaken by the
Indian government. Given the current state of affairs, it is
noteworthy that the cash transfer program, PM-KISAN
(Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi), was announced in
December 2018 with the goal of reducing farmers' need for
liquidity to purchase inputs. According to Pavan Kumar,
2018 the initiative helps farmers get different farming
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supplies when they need financial support. Under the
initiative, families of landholder farmers who own up to 2
hectares of total cultivable land would earn a reward of Rs.
6000 yearly, distributed in three equal payments every four
months. putting money into the recipient's bank account
directly. The initiative seeks to lower farmers' cash flow
needs in order to boost their revenue and provide prompt
input availability. The project has been extremely beneficial
to those who are considerably more dependent on
agriculture and have less access to money. The first
universal basic income program created with farmers in
mind is the PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi scheme. More than
50% of the workforce receives help from the program,
either directly or indirectly. Varshney et al. The study's
objective was to assess the farmers' knowledge of the
program and its relevance to their socioeconomic situation.

Materials and Methods

The 12 districts that make up Uttar Pradesh's Awadh area
are Kheri, Sitapur, Hardoi, Farrukhabad, Kannauj,
Lucknow, Barabanki, Etawah, Auraiya, Unnao, Kanpur
Nagar, Kanpur Dehat, and Raebareli. The Kanpur Dehat
district was purposefully chosen from among these 12
districts. The Kanpur Dehat district consists of eleven
blocks. Due to the fact that two of these blocks had the
greatest number of farmers who qualified for the PM-Kisan
Samman Nidhi program, they will be picked. Additionally,
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two villages from each of the selected blocks were picked
with the highest degree of conformance to the same
requirements. The selection of respondents from the specific
villages was carried out at random using a computer-based
randomizer, and 30 PM-Kisan beneficiaries were picked
from each of the four villages that were chosen. As a
consequence, 120 individuals in total were used as sample
responders for the study's goals.

Method to compute Awareness level about PM-Kisan
Samman Nidhi Scheme

The available literature and discussions with topic experts
were utilized to create an interview schedule with 14
statements on the PM-Kisan scheme in order to gauge the
farmers' degree of familiarity with the program. The
beneficiaries were asked to react depending on how well-
versed they were in the PM-Kisan scheme. A three-point
scale with the scores high awareness, medium awareness,
and low awareness was used to grade their level of
awareness. The total awareness scores for each responder
were determined by summing together all of their awareness
score data. The Range technique was used to classify
awareness levels as high, medium, and low. Statistical
Analysis: To analyze and interpret the data, the appropriate
statistical techniques, such as the arithmetic mean, standard

deviation, frequencies, percentages, and correlation
coefficient ("r"), were utilized.

Results and Discussion

Socio-economic characteristics of PM-Kisan

beneficiaries
According to the study, 30.83 percent of beneficiaries who
responded to the survey were functionally literate, and 45
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percent of beneficiaries were OBC (Other Backward Caste)
members. The survey also finds that 45.00 percent of
recipient respondents had modest land holdings (1-2
hectares), and 87.50 percent of them had small households
(up to 5 people). A household income of roughly $20,000
per year was obtained by 65.83 percent of respondents,
according to the survey, which also showed that the
majority of respondents (38.33%) belonged to just one
organization. Additionally, 57.5 percent of responders who
received benefits had some prior agricultural experience.
The study's results also revealed that, in terms of risk
orientation, economic drive, scientific orientation, and
innovativeness, the majority of respondents (64.17% pe,
69.17% 71.68%, and 62.50%) each had a medium level.

Level of awareness among beneficiary farmers
regarding PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi scheme

According to the report, 58.33 percent of respondents had
high levels of awareness regarding the PM-Kisan Samman
Nidhi plan, compared to 30.84 and 10.83 percent of
respondents who have medium and low levels of awareness,
respectively. The results show that the great majority of
respondents had knowledge of the PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi
plan. There are minimal and maximum awareness scores of
20, and the average is 31,22. The results demonstrated that
the chosen responders to the PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi
scheme were aware of it since, of all the 14 statements, the
one with the highest MPS (mean percentile score) was:
What amount provided by this scheme in a year? (S8) with a
score of 3.000, and the MPS (mean percentile score) for the
statement with the lowest MPS was? Do you know how to
make the most of the online portal for this scheme? with an
S13 percentile mean score of 1.608

Table 1: Distribution of respondents based on statements of awareness (n=120)

s High Medium Low
N6 Statements about Awareness Awareness | Awareness | Awareness [MPS[Rank
' (©) 2) 1)
1. Do you know about PM- Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana? 103 (85.83%) |12 (10.00%)| 5 (4.17%) [2.817 1l
2. Do you know from which date it came into effect? 46 (38.33%) |20 (16.67%) |54 (45.00%)[1.933 XII
. Do you know earlier there was a I|m|t_of land holding for becoming a beneficiary 62 (51.67%) |28 (23.33%) |30 (25.00%)2.267 VI
of this scheme?
4 Do you know about the various guidelines of PM-Kisan in concerned with central 39 (32.50%) |37 (30.83%) |44 (36.67%)11.958 XI
as well as state govt.?
5. Do you know about the various exclusions of the PM-Kisan scheme? 45 (37.50%) |37 (30.83%) |38 (31.67%)[2.058 VIII
6. What are the documents needed foz(k:csegﬁgwmg an eligible beneficiary of PM- 65 (54.16%) |38 (31.67%)|17 (14.17%)2.400| IV
7. How many instalments given by this scheme in a year? 115 (95.84%) | 4(3.33%) | 1(0.83%) [2.950 Il
8. What amount provided by this scheme in a year? 120 (100%) | 0(0.00%) | 0(0.00%) 3.000 I
9. Do you know how to register through online mode? 45 (37.50%) |36 (30.00%) |39 (32.50%)[2.050| IX
Do you know about the various changes occurs in the scheme after the revised o 0 0
10. quidelines from 11/06/2019? 42 (35.00%) |38 (31.67%) |40 (33.33%)2.017| X
11.| As a beneficiary do you know the procedure to collect the money from the bank? | 55 (45.83%) |45 (37.50%) |20 (16.67%)[2.292] V
12 Do you know how to register paymemn;(;‘grl)lure problem through online/offline 20 (24.16%) |35 (29.17%) |56 (46.67%) [1.775| X111
13.| Do you know how to make the effective use of online portal of this scheme? 20 (16.67%) |33 (27.50%) |67 (55.83%)[1.608 X1V
14. Do the female members of your family clearly know about the scheme? 43 (35.83%) |47 (39.17%)|30 (25.00%)[2.108 VII
Average mean percentile score | 2.231
Figure in the parenthesis shows the percentage
www.extensionjournal.com 582
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Correlation coefficient between independent variable
and awareness level towards PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi
Age, family size, and farming experience are three
independent factors that are positively correlated with one
another at a 1% level of significance in the awareness of the
PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi plan. At a 5% level of
significance, the variable annual income is positively
connected with awareness of the PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi
program. This suggests that the aforementioned four
independent variables had a significant impact on the degree
of awareness of the PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi plan.

Table 2: Correlation between independent variables and awareness

level
S. No. Category Pearson CorrelationSig. (2-tailed)
1. Age 0.319** 0.000
2. Education 0.177 0.053
3. Size of the family 0.293** 0.001
4. |Size of the land holding 0.140 0.127
5. Social Participation 0.125 0.173
6. Annual Income 0.180* 0.049
7. | Farming Experience 0.314** 0.000
8. Risk Orientation 0.168 0.067
9. | Economic Motivation 0.117 0.202
10. | Scientific Orientation 0.132 0.150
11. Innovativeness 0.151 0.099

**Correlation is significant at 00.01% level (2-tailed.)
*Correlation is significant at 00.05% level (2-tailed.)

Conclusion

Our country's largest central government funding effort at
the moment is PM-Kisan. There are more than 12 crore
recipients included in it (PM-Kisan Portal 2022). The
current study examines how the Uttar Pradesh area of
Kanpur Dehat makes use of the PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi
program. The study's conclusions indicate that the official
must change upcoming course content in order to spread
awareness of the PM-Kisan plan. The experts concurred
with them as well because giving ranchers immediate
financial advantages allows them to invest that money in
rural pursuits or enables them to purchase high-quality
seeds, manures, equipment, and other items that boost
harvest productivity and increase farmers' income (Deepak
Kumar, 2021) Bl The proper government initiatives as well
as outreach efforts should be carried out in order to increase
public awareness of the PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi Scheme.
The central government must consider the difficulties
farmers are encountering and offer them help so they can
take advantage of the program if it is to be effective. The
working methods and practices of the plan were generally
regarded favorably by the beneficiaries (Amitha, 2022) 21,
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