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Abstract

Women as entrepreneur are seen in various sector of enterprise like agriculture, textile, food packaging, food processing, crafting, livestock
rearing etc. But woman as entrepreneur face many challenges in terms of balancing between family and career, socio-cultural barriers, dearth
of financial assistance, lack of technical knowledge, marketing and entrepreneurial skills, lack of self — confidence and many more. Present
study was carried out in Dhemaji district of Assam by adopting snowball samplings techniques to understand challenges of women
entrepreneurs. Out of total 80 entrepreneurs 36 entrepreneur run their enterprises with official registration either in DIC, Gaon panchayt or
office of the block level and 44 entrepreneurs who doesn't registered their enterprise. Study revealed that at the time of initial establishment
major challenge faced both the categories of entrepreneurs was financial problem. Study also revealed that there is a significant difference

between challenges faced by the registered and non-registered entrepreneurs in running their enterprises in the study area.
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Introduction

An entrepreneur is a person having courage with specific
skill, ability, knowledge, awareness and self-confidence,
who bears the risk of operating a business in the face of
uncertainty about the future conditions. Entrepreneurs are
innovators, who can think differently to establish a products
or services in a new form of earning. Singh and Belwal
(2008) revealed entrepreneur as person who is initiate by
new idea, personal goals and interest to establish and run a
business entity by bringing together financial capital,
people, equipment and other facilities.

Women constitute half of the country’s population and have
a great contribution in economic development of the nation.
Over the last few decades there has been a steady change
taking place in terms of their involvement in various
economic activities including entrepreneurship for growth
of the nation. Women entrepreneurs can be defined as a
women or group of women, who initiate, organise and run a
business enterprise, have the quality of innovation,
initiation, organise and can bear a risk in all types of
challenges in the business. According to the recent reports
and studies, due to increasing number of women as an
entrepreneurs has changed the demographic characteristics
of business and economic growth of the country. Women-
owned businesses enterprises are playing more active role in
society and the economic development of the nation. But
Women being an entrepreneur have to face many challenges
sometimes more than a man. They are expected to take
orders rather than give it. Role conflict between home
maker and carrier, Poor funding prospects, restriction in
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mobility, Lack of risk bearing capacity, Limited of exposure
and networking, Lack of managerial knowledge etc are
common challenges documented in different literature face
by women entrepreneur in India. Apart from women
entrepreneur in many societies face challenges in terms of
male domination, family restriction, religion restriction etc
which does not come as hinder for male entrepreneur. Like
other parts of country in Assam also women are now seen in
various sector of enterprise like agriculture, textile, food
packaging, food processing, crafting, livestock rearing etc.
Present study is designed to understand the challenges
experienced by women entrepreneurs in growth of their
enterprises.

Materials and Methods

The study was carried out in Dhemaji district of Assam, Out
of total five numbers of development blocks, two blocks
namely Murkong Selek Tribal Development Block and
Sissiborgaon Development Block were selected randomly.
Snowball sampling technique was adopted to locate the
women entrepreneurs. A total of 80 women entrepreneur
comprised the total sample of the study. Out of that 36
entrepreneurs were registered entrepreneur and 44 were
non-registered entrepreneurs. The primary information of
respondents was collected with the help of an interview
schedule. Registered entrepreneurs are those who have
registered their enterprise in the government sectors like
DIC, NRLM etc to get benefits of govt. scheme, credit
facilities, etc. non-registered entrepreneurs does not have
such registration in government sectors. The interview
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schedule was prepared keeping in mind the objectives of the
study. Prior to data collection, purpose of the interview was
explained properly to the women entrepreneurs
(respondent). The consent and cooperation of the respondent
were sought for and an interaction (interview) was carried
out as per the convenient time of the respondents. The
collected data were analysed by using appropriate statistical
techniques.

Results and Discussions

Before analysing challenges they face, it was found
important to understand few basic information about
selected entrepreneurs and their enterprises. Few basic
information about entrepreneur and their enterprises are
revealed in Table 1. The highest number of selected
registered respondents (i.e. 41.7 per cent) were in the age
group of 18-27 years followed by 27-36 years age group
(27.8 per cent), Among non-registered entrepreneur highest
percentage of respondents (i.e. 36.4 per cent) are in the
category of 27-36 years of age group followed by 31.8 per

https://www.extensionjournal.com

cent in the age group of 18-27 years. In both the categories
respondents above 45 years are found lowest.

Regarding educational qualifications, all the entrepreneurs
were found to be literate. Highest percentage of
entrepreneur in both the categories were found to be under
matric among registered (i.e. 41.7 per cent) and 54.5 per
cent among non-registered entrepreneurs. 13.9 per cent of
respondents among registered entrepreneurs completed a
technical diploma while only 6.8 per cent among non-
registered completed a technical course like 1T, polytechnic
etc. Majority of respondents were found married in both the
categories of registered and non-registered entrepreneurs,
i.e. 86.1 per cent and 86.4 per cent respectively followed by
11.1 per cent of respondents in registered entrepreneurs are
unmarried while 2.2 per cent of respondents in non-
registered entrepreneurs are unmarried. Majority of
respondents were belonged to the category of nuclear family
in both registered and non-registered entrepreneurs,
respondents household having 2 to 4 members in the family.

Table 1: Distribution of respondents as per basic information

Registered Non -registered Registered Non -registered
Characteristics | entrepreneur (n=36) | entrepreneur (n=44) | Characteristics | entrepreneur (n=36) | entrepreneur (n=44)
F ] P F P F P F P
Age of the entrepreneur Secondary source of income of the family
18-27 years 15 41.7 14 31.8 Agriculture 8 222 8 18.8
27-36 years 10 27.8 16 36.4 Backyard rearing 3 8.3 5 11.36
Existing
36-45 years 6 16.7 12 27.3 Enterprise 21 58.3 27 61.36
Above 45 years 5 13.8 2 4.5 Others 4 111 4 9.1
Educational qualification of respondents Age of enterprise
Under matric 15 41.7 24 545 Lessthan 5years| 15 41.7 8 18.2
H'ghegaizg“dary 7 19.4 7 15.9 5 to 10 years 7 19.4 10 22.7
Graduate & above 9 25.0 10 22.8 10 to 15 years 10 27.8 20 455
Technical diploma 5 13.9 3 6.8 Above 15 years 4 11.1 6 13.6
Marital status of the respondents Location of enterprise
Married 31 86.1 38 86.4 Rural 20 55.6 38 86.4
Unmarried 4 111 1 2.2 Semi urban 16 44.4 6 13.6
Widow 1 2.8 5 114 Nature of Enterprise
Type of the famil Livestock rearing 8 22.2 14 31.8
Nuclear 17 47.2 21 47.7 Vegetable seller 1 2.8 4 9.1
Joint 11 30.6 20 45.5 Grocery store 1 2.8 2 4.5
Extended 8 22.2 3 6.8 Tailoring shop 6 16.7 4 9.1
Primary source of income of the family Han?;gg:r; and 13 36.1 10 22.7
Agriculture 16 44.4 20 45.45 Others 7 195 10 22.7
Livestock rearing 4 111 5 114
Existing Enterprise| 15 41.6 17 38.6
Government job 1 2.8 2 45

Primary source of income is referred as a source of earning
from where the family received highest percentage of
income. Table shows agriculture as primary source of
income among highest percentage of respondent households
i.e. 44.4 per cent and 45.45 per cent among registered and
non-registered  entrepreneur  households  respectively.
Existing enterprise as primary source of income was found
among 41.6 per cent registered entrepreneurs and 38.6 per
cent non-registered entrepreneurs. Secondary sources of
income are referred as additional earning sources of the
family apart from primary source of income. It was revealed
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that all the selected respondent households were engaged in
one or the other activity as secondary source of income.
Table 1 shows existing enterprise as secondary source of
income among 58.3 per cent of registered entrepreneurs and
61.38 per cent non-registered entrepreneurs. Findings shows
in all the households of selected entrepreneurs have both
primary and secondary source of income.

Age of enterprise helps us to understand how old an
enterprise is, it was found that 41.7 per cent registered
enterprises were less than five years old i.e. 3 to 4 years old,
followed by 27.8 per cent which were of 10 to 15 years old.
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Among non-registered entrepreneurs, majority of enterprises
(45.5 per cent) were 10 to 15 years old and only 13.6 per
cent enterprise were found to be more than 15 years. It was
also revealed that 55.6 per cent enterprises of registered
entrepreneurs were located in rural areas followed by 44.4
per cent enterprise located in semi urban areas. Similarly,
86.4 per cent enterprises of non- registered entrepreneurs
were located in rural areas, followed by 13.6 per cent
enterprise in semi urban area. No enterprises were found to
be located in urban areas.

Nature of an enterprise indicates product or services offers
to the customer. From the Table it was found that different
product or services offered to the customer by selected
entrepreneur in study area. Enterprise with handloom and
textile product among selected registered entrepreneur
found highest i.e. 36.1 per cent followed by livestock
rearing and tailoring shop (22.2 and 16.7 per cent
respectively) livestock farming includes piggery, poultry
farming and cattle rearing in study area. Among non
registered entrepreneurs livestock rearing was found highest
i.e. 31.8 per cent followed by handloom and textile (22.7 per
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cent). In the category of others includes cosmetic shop, tea
stall, beauty parlour, small tea grower etc.

Challenges faced by women entrepreneurs

Challenges are the situations that need physical and mental
effort to overcome. In the study area women entrepreneur
faced multiple challenges. In following findings only major
challenges were presented.

Challenges during initial stage of establishment

Fig.1 shows in the study area major challenges faced by the
entrepreneurs during establishment of their enterprises was
financial problem (i.e. 38.9 per cent registered and 36.4 per
cent non-registered reported respectively) and small
percentage of entrepreneur i.e. 5.6 per cent registered and
4.5 per cent non-registered reported social barriers in terms
of restricted mobility, religious restriction as major
challenge. Reddy et al. (2015) Bl in a study revealed that
women entrepreneurs faced major challenges such as
availing financial support and marketing network during
initial establishment of business.

38.90%
40.00% - 36.40% ® Registered entrepreneur
35.00% - H Non-registered entrepreneur
30.00% -
25.00% 20.50%

19.40%
20.00% -
13.90% 13.60% 13.60%
15.00% - 111006 % 11109
0, 4

OIS 5.60% 4.50%
5.00% -
0.00% T 1

Financial Poor Less Family Less Social barriers

problem infrastructure kmnowledge on responsibility managerial

business skill

Fig 1: Distribution of entrepreneur as per challenges faced in initial establishment of their enterprises.

Poor infrastructure as major challenges in initial stage were
reported by 13.9 per cent registered entrepreneur and 13.6
per cent non-registered entrepreneur. Poor infrastructure
indicated physical facilities for starting their enterprises.
Respondents reported that initially they started their
enterprises in adjacent part of their houses which create
problem in attracting customer as a result they face financial
constraints. Other challenges like less knowledge in terms of
technical knowledge, market linkages, legal procedure of
registration etc. was also reported as major challenge during
initial period of establishment in study area in a study
revealed that women entrepreneur faced challenges in
accessing fund and lack of knowledge on business in the
initial establishment of business.

Major Challenges face by women entrepreneur to run
their enterprises

Fig. 2 revealed major challenges face by women
entrepreneur in running their enterprises at present age are
different than the challenges they faced in initial period.
Increase competition was reported as major challenge by
47.3 per cent and 43.2 per cent respondents both the

www.extensionjournal.com

category respectively. Similar study Reddy et al. (2015) B,
revealed that in the operational stage women entrepreneurs
faced challenges such as stiff competition, social barriers,
lack of self confidence and family burden. Managing duel
role and fulfilling family responsibilities as major challenge
reported by 8.3 per cent registered entrepreneur and 4.5 per
cent non-registered entrepreneur. Other challenges like cost
of production, Lack of proper exposure, Lack of marketing
network, managerial knowledge are also reported as major
challenge face by women entrepreur in study area. Financial
problem as major challenges was reported by 8.3 per cent
registered entrepreneur and only 4.5 per cent non-registered
entrepreneur which is very less compared to initial
establishment of their enterprises. This is mainly because of
availability of micro finance institutions and their services
in support of expansion of enterprise. Mauchi (2014) ! also
revealed women entrepreneurs face numbers of problem in
financial support, networking challenges, low level of
education and managerial skills and problems in balancing
family responsibilities and business in a study conducted in
Mashonaland Central Province.
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Fig 2: Distribution of respondents as per their business challenges faced at present stage

Difference in challenges

To analysis challenges face by women entrepreneur in study
area between registered and non-registered entrepreneur t-
test was conducted Table 2 shows that the P value of
probability value is found to be 0.008 which is less than

0.05 i.e. at 5 per cent level of significance. Hence, inference
can be drawn that there is a significance difference between
the business challenges faced at present stage by registered
and non-registered selected entrepreneurs in study area.

Table 2: Differences of challenges faced in running enterprises

Characteristics Type of enterprise N | Mean S.D t P value
Registered entrepreneurs 36 | 1.9722 | 0.69636
Challenges faced at present stage Non-registered entrepreneurs 44 | 2.4773 | 0.92733 2.702 | 0.008

Conclusion

Entrepreneurs are the people who have the skills and
initiative, which is necessary to take good new ideas to
market and make the right decisions to make the idea
profitable. Entrepreneur perceives a need and then brings
together manpower, material and capital required to meet
that need. Women were really tried hard to come out of
household workload and trying to shape their imagination,
talent and creativity into line of business. But in this road
they face many challenges like increase competition in
market, increase cost of production, lack of marketing
network, family responsibility, limited mobility, financial
problem and lack of managerial skill in terms of running
and up scaling of their enterprises etc. but the quantum of
challenges varies with registered and non-registered
entrepreneur. With these challenges women entrepreneurs
are trying to open the door of new jobs and success for
themselves and others also. Therefore effort needs to
eliminate obstacles for women entrepreneurs by changing
attitudes and mindsets of people in society There are ample
opportunities for women to be an entrepreneur, supporting
them in realizing their strengths, can help them to shine in
the field of enterprise.
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